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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A defining characteristic of our age is the realization that our planet’s resources are finite,
and that our culture is still struggling with this realization. We should also recognize that
the limited resources of our physical world in no way curtail our ability to integrate sound
principles of sustainability as we plan our communities and enhance our understanding of
the earth’s resources and ecological systems.

To this end and under the statutory provisions set forth in New York State Municipal Law,
Article 12-F Conservation Advisory Councils and Conservation Boards, Section 239-x Crea-
tion of Conservation Advisory Council, The Town Board of the Town of Tusten created a
Conservation Council in early 2008. An advertisement for volunteers to serve on the Con-
servation Council was released by the Town in October 2007. Prospective board members
submitted letters of interest and credentials in November 2007 and a nine member board
was confirmed at the Town Board meeting on December 10, 2007. The first meeting of the
Town of Tusten Conservation Council was held on February 4th, 2008 at the Town Hall in
Narrowsburg, NY.

Dr. William Pammer and Heather Jacksey of the Sullivan County Department of Plan-
ning provided planning assistance and counsel to the Town of Tusten during the crea-
tion of the Conservation Council. They also participated in the initial Council meetings
to help define the role and responsibilities of the Council within the guidelines provid-
ed in the New York State General Municipal Law. The County Planning Office can pro-
vide continued technical assistance to the Conservation Council as the Council fulfills
its mission and tasks as assigned by the Town Board.

The Town of Tusten Conservation Council is subordinate to the Town Board and is
intended to play a supporting advisory role to the Town Board, the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals and the Planning Board. The Conservation Council has no jurisdictional author-
ity as to development proposals submitted to the Town of Tusten for approval. Itis
intended that the Conservation Council will support the efforts and recommendations
of the 2007 Town of Tusten Comprehensive Plan.

Itis anticipated that he Town of Tusten Conservation Council will inventory and map the
Town’s significant natural and cultural resources, identify significant environmental assets
and make recommendations to the Town Board on their protection and conservation. The
council can provide direction and counsel on open space planning, water quality and con-
servation, as well as, the protection and preservation of the Towns’ wetlands and wildlife.

The Town of Tusten Conservation Council is guided by the vision statement and recom-
mendations of the 2007 Town of Tusten Comprehensive Plan as repeated here:

“We see our community growingin a balanced, diverse manner that protects its rural
character by building on our strengths and historic roots.”
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